WORKING   GLASS   IN  DEMOCRACY

The significance of the incorporation of the proletar-
iat into capitalist society by means of democracy, and
not by authoritarian social legislation, can be under-
stood only if the process is regarded as the emergence
of the proletariat from a condition of minority and
tutelage into one of responsibility and freedom. We
have described it as the acquisition of 'consciousness'
by the proletariat. In the social macrocosm, the
acquisition of consciousness consists in the acquisition
of political power by the member of the collective,
in the right of his human individuality. The achieve-
ment of the democratic franchise by the proletariat
marks the permeation of the economic collective of
capitalism by consciousness on the social scale. These
statements are metaphorical; nevertheless they con-
tain a truth which can be expressed in no other way.
* Consciousness3 has two distinct meanings: first, it is
a faculty which distinguishes man from the animal.
To say that 'man is conscious5 is, in this sense, the
equivalent of the dictum that 'man is a rational animal'.
The same ambiguity which attaches to the word
'rational' (whereby it means either that one possesses
the faculty of 'rationality', or that one makes a right
use of that faculty) attaches also to the word 'conscious-
ness' : for that also denotes, besides the possession of the
mere faculty, the right use of it. This second sense
gives its meaning to the rather hackneyed socialist
phrase: 'the conscious proletariat3.
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